
 

 

 
 
June 28th, 2022  
 
 
 
Dear Sacred Heart Community, 
 
The purpose of this letter is to advise you that after 14 years of exceptional leadership, our Head of 
School, Shawn O’Donnell, has informed the Board of Directors that he will retire at the end of the 2022-
2023 academic year. This news was met with tremendous admiration for his accomplishments, 
appreciation for his service and dedication and nostalgia for the end of this chapter in our school’s 
history. 
 
Our school has flourished under Mr. O’Donnell’s leadership and his passion, vision and dedication to our 
mission have positioned Sacred Heart for future success. We are most grateful for all that he has done 
for Sacred Heart throughout his tenure.  It has provided the Sacred Heart community a strong 
foundation and direction thus enabling a strong trust and transparency between all community 
members including parents, staff and students. The numerous milestones reached under Mr. 
O’Donnell’s leadership are impressive and include: 
 

 Opening a Grade 12 program 

 Re-opening our Boarding facilities 

 A successful Capital Campaign for the construction of our new Auditorium 

 Building of the Julia Cianci Wellness Center 

 Obtaining Canadian Accredited Independent School Accreditation 

 Completion of the Sacred Heart Commission on Goals (SHCOG) process. 
 
His well-earned retirement gives us the opportunity to search for new leadership to allow us to continue 
our legacy of excellence in the education of young women. A search committee, to be led by Roberto Di 
Giorgio, is being formed and will work with a recruiting firm specialized in education, as we begin the 
search for our next Head of School.  
 
While change can sometimes be unsettling, it is also energizing and invigorating. With it comes new 
opportunities for growth, fresh perspectives and new experiences that can revitalize an environment. 
Sacred Heart has come a long way under Mr. O’Donnell’s leadership, and he has built a cohesive and 
skilled Faculty, Staff and Leadership Team which is the backbone of an effective school and will be 
critically important as we transition to a new Head of School.  
 
On behalf of our Board of Directors, I would like to express my sincere and deep appreciation and 
gratitude to Mr. O’Donnell for all that he has done for Sacred Heart during his 14-year term as well as 
for his commitment to support the school and the Board during the transition. Please join us in wishing 
Mr. O’Donnell all the best in his retirement – we will have the opportunity to celebrate him and his 
numerous contributions over the course of the next academic year.  
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We will keep you updated on our progress and if you have questions regarding the search process, you 

are invited to contact me directly at tania.tretiak@gmail.com  

Sincerely, 

 

Tania Tretiak ‘86 
President of the Board 
On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Sacred Heart School of Montreal 
 


